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The war department i= paid to prepare for war and it s busily engaged
in getting ready. 1he army fully believes it will have to go to Mexico, but the !
' wish is father to the thought, The army likes to be active and promotions
come more rapidly in war time. Practically all the talk and rumor of an armed
demonstration i Mexico on the border onginates in the war department, . and
they have just enough basis of fact to make them plavsible.
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It is true that militia officers of the states have been consulting with the

secretary of war. . ‘
It is true that the militia act has been amended to provide for the president

taking the militia bodily into the army for foreign service if necessary.

It is true that great reserve stores of ammunition and arms are bcmg ac-

cumuiated at depots,

It is trug that preparations are making o move some of the uesiemI
and southwestern miliia infantry.

NO POSSIBILITY NOW OF INVASION.

These and many other details of army activity are true and vet they do
not mean an mvasion of Mexico, but only precaution and wise forethought.
If occasion <hould arise, the war department wants to be able to throw twe :
Lundred thousand men into the field i three to five days all thoroughly organized.
disciplined, aumed men, equipped and serving under their own officers, with only
staff officers from the regular armoy to assist in carmying out the plans of the gen-
eral staff, but all this preparation does not mean a movement towards Mexico, |
and, while it would be folly to neglect due precaution, still there is absolutely po |
idea at present of tzking any drastic achon n the Mexican matter: in fact as |
time passes the likelthood of mtervention steadily grows less and on the highest |
authority 1t may be confidently asseried that nothing has occurred up to this time
to provoke the American government to armed demonstralicns.

[ there should be such 2 demonstration in fulure or an invasion of Mexi
an terrilory, it would have 1o arise as the consequence ol some ocutrage per-
petrated after this date.

MEXICO MAY BE SURE OF NON-INTERFERENCE.

The admmistration will pursue a policy of hands off, hoping that not only
Madero, Orozco, Zapata and other recognized leaders will enforce the guar-
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| to come to Chihuahua and establish his capital.
The establishing of the provisional capital in Juarez
' makes four times that.a Mexican president or provisi
president has had his headquarters there. Benito Juarez
| made it his capital while rallying his army to repulse Maxi-
milian; Porfine Diaz made it his capital for two days in Sep-
tember, 1909; Francisco I. Madero, as provisional president
of Mexico, established his capital there on May 10, 1911,
| and Emilio Vasquez Gomez established himself there as
provisional president on May 4, 1912
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